From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: RE: BA Spot, "Gray Lady Down" 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950828213540.gyoungma@gyoungma.gtetel.com>


On Mon, 28 Aug 1995 19:32:04 -0500 (CDT)  n5off@w5ddl.aara.org wrote:
>I was watching a submarine movie last night on one of 
>those "T" networks.  It was about a sub that was struck by a 
>freighter and sank to 1400' or so.

So much for the career of one Commanding Officer .....

>Anyway, in the shot of the radio room gushing full of water ...

At 1400' water does NOT gush -- it behaves more like a beam of light and will 
punch a nice tidy hole right through any human that gets in its way.  It will 
reflect off of a bulkhead surface just like the pictures of light rays in your 
college physics book .... one of these days the movies will get it right, but 
then all the stars will die, and the movie will be VERY short ... :-)
 
>there was a shot of a Collins transmitter that looked 
>sort of like the 51J-4 family of boxes, but it had a 
>light blue panel.
>

I've seen the movie (Gray Lady Down) many times, but missed that one!  

For the record, I've spent more hours submerged than I care to remember, and 
if it WAS a 51J4 it was definitely the work of the Hollywood prop man and not 
NAVSHIPS.   

I STILL have a bad case of "periscope eye" 20 years later -- a malady that 
causes the right eye (or left if you have sinister tendencies) to take on the 
characteristics of a large orange ;-) "Diamond Head light - bearing --- mark!"

Grant/NQ5T 
------------------------------------------------------------
"Take her down, take her deep.
Make your depth five two feet.
Damn the torpedoes --
Full speed ahead!"
------------------------------------------------------------



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: k1zat@bah.com
Subject: RE: BA Spot, "Gray Lady Down" 
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91.950828230444.7680A-100000@booz.bah.com>

Ya'll

On Mon, 28 Aug 1995, Grant Youngman wrote:
> On Mon, 28 Aug 1995 19:32:04 -0500 (CDT)  n5off@w5ddl.aara.org wrote:
> >I was watching a submarine movie last night on one of 
> So much for the career of one Commanding Officer .....

Maybe.  He was an O-6/CAPT, so maybe he was ready to think
about retiring anyways.

> >Anyway, in the shot of the radio room gushing full of water ...
> >there was a shot of a Collins transmitter that looked 
> >sort of like the 51J-4 family of boxes, but it had a 

 I saw that scene but had second thoughts about what I thought
I saw because a 51J series isnt something that one would expect on a
sub (even though mil-specs say silly things like "able to withstand
the pressure of 2100 feet of water, remain intact and operate..").

My two pfenings....jd


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: BA Spot, "Gray Lady Down"
Message-ID: <199508291333.JAA07821@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

> > >Anyway, in the shot of the radio room gushing full of water ...
> > >there was a shot of a Collins transmitter that looked 
> > >sort of like the 51J-4 family of boxes, but it had a 
> 
>  I saw that scene but had second thoughts about what I thought
> I saw because a 51J series isnt something that one would expect on a
> sub (even though mil-specs say silly things like "able to withstand
> the pressure of 2100 feet of water, remain intact and operate..").
> 
> My two pfenings....jd
> 

Real pig boats had the RAK/RAL pair plus RBM plus TCS plus TBM
transmitter for high power, according to my neighbor down the
street who spent years in the shack on one.  The only close to
reality shots were the one in ``Up Periscope''.  The junk on
``Torpedo Run'' was highly Hollywoodized.  The stuff in ``Grey
Lady Down'' was also probably highly Hollywoodized.

According to my friend, the next issues were R-390's and URC-32's,
of which the nuclear crowd got them and the WWII pig boats generally
did not, as late as the Cuban Missle crisis.  If ``Grey Lady Down''
were true to the issue, they would have had things later than the
51J series equipment.

My neighbor's pig boat was the one that was finally sold to Argentina
and sunk in the Falklands.

Any Boatanchorites ever pull watches in the shack on a pig boat?

73/Bob/NA4G



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Grant Youngman <gyoungma@gtetel.com>
Subject: Re: BA Spot, "Gray Lady Down" 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950829091745.grant@nq5t.gtetel.com>


>
>Any Boatanchorites ever pull watches in the shack on a pig boat?
>
>73/Bob/NA4G

Nope ... but plenty as OD in the control room of a 637 class nuke attack 
submarine.  The R390's and their ilk were long gone by the sixties at least. 
The only "tube" on any of the boats (attack or SSBN) by that time were 
torpedo or missile ... not meaning to forget the trash ejector tube :-) Well 
.. I seem to remember Nixie frequency displays, if those count.

Grant/NQ5T

-------------------------------------
Name: Grant Youngman
E-mail Primary:   gyoungma@gtetel.com
E-mail Secondary: us007699@interramp.com 
-------------------------------------




From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Gary Pewitt <gpewitt@execpc.com>
Subject: Re: BA Spot, "Gray Lady Down"
Message-ID: <Pine.SOL.3.91.950829104540.25046A-100000@earth>

On Tue, 29 Aug 1995 rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu wrote:

> > > >Anyway, in the shot of the radio room gushing full of water ...
> > > >there was a shot of a Collins transmitter that looked 
> > > >sort of like the 51J-4 family of boxes, but it had a 
> > 
> >  I saw that scene but had second thoughts about what I thought
> > I saw because a 51J series isnt something that one would expect on a
> > sub (even though mil-specs say silly things like "able to withstand
> > the pressure of 2100 feet of water, remain intact and operate..").
> > 
> > My two pfenings....jd
> > 
> 
> Real pig boats had the RAK/RAL pair plus RBM plus TCS plus TBM
> transmitter for high power, according to my neighbor down the
> street who spent years in the shack on one.  The only close to
> reality shots were the one in ``Up Periscope''.  The junk on
> ``Torpedo Run'' was highly Hollywoodized.  The stuff in ``Grey
> Lady Down'' was also probably highly Hollywoodized.
> 
> According to my friend, the next issues were R-390's and URC-32's,
> of which the nuclear crowd got them and the WWII pig boats generally
> did not, as late as the Cuban Missle crisis.  If ``Grey Lady Down''
> were true to the issue, they would have had things later than the
> 51J series equipment.
> 
> My neighbor's pig boat was the one that was finally sold to Argentina
> and sunk in the Falklands.
> 
> Any Boatanchorites ever pull watches in the shack on a pig boat?
> 
> 73/Bob/NA4G
> 
> 
There weren't any subs sunk in the Falklands/Malvinas'  war.  The Argies lost
an 8" gun cruiser called the General Belgrano.  It was sunk by a Brit 
nuke sub.  The Brits lost several Frigates  and a container ship to Argie
Exorset missiles and bombs from Skyhawks.  
73  de Gary  N9ZSV


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Jack Taylor <n7oo@hereford.ampr.org>
Subject: BA spots
Message-ID: <199508290417.XAA07452@uro.theporch.com>

One way to verify some of the fleeting BA movie scenes is to check out the
tape at your favourite video shoppe.

Before the FOX movie channel scrambled, was treated to "The Flight of the
Phoenix" with Jimmy Steward and others...  This one featured several shots
of an ART-13 and a BC-348.  Also saw a quickie view of a black command set
transmitter.  Ah, it was enough to make my dynamotor whine!

73 de Jack
73 de Jack,  n7oo@hereford.ampr.org
(The 3, 582, 437,201,003rd smartest guy in the world!)



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: Dynamotors a'whinin' --- (:+}}.....
Message-ID: <199508291322.JAA06894@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

> 
> One way to verify some of the fleeting BA movie scenes is to check out the
> tape at your favourite video shoppe.

This weekend there were three pig boat movies on that were worth an
afternoon glued to the box  --- ``Grey Lady Down'', ``Up Periscope''
and ``Torpedo Run''.  Of the three, ``Up Periscope'' had a real pig boat
radio shack with the correct gear in the correct locations.  Alas, the
shots of the Japanese equipment turned out to be a commercial Collins
unit with 4 4-400A's  lighting up the front glass, and another Navy
job, but aside from that the accuracy was quite good.   Even the CW
running in the background was accurate.

> Before the FOX movie channel scrambled, was treated to "The Flight of the
> Phoenix" with Jimmy Steward and others...  This one featured several shots
> of an ART-13 and a BC-348.  Also saw a quickie view of a black command set
> transmitter.  Ah, it was enough to make my dynamotor whine!

Ah, yes..... dynamotors do have a particularly fine whine at speed,
a slight hint of burning oil and ozone floating around the room.....

In fact, it made me pull the ol' Hartley oscillator up to speed, with
its open-frame dynamotor MG set purring like a kitten, the B- keying
relays clackity-clakking in the deep of the night.  80 meters was
absolutely first class on Friday and Saturday nights, even with all
the rain (10 inches in some spots).  The ol' Hartley running maybe
5 watts input worked everything east of the big Muddy, in fine form.
As long as I kept the gemittenfingerpoking off it's front panel, it
was quite stable, and on dynamotor power from a 12v dc power supply,
was not prone to much yoouping and band traversing.

Ah, it was, indeed, enough to make one's dynamotor whine!  Mine too!

Remember, this weekend is the 50th anniversary of the official end
of that bloody war, so do yer OT ops an honor and wind up yer
dynamotors one more time, this weekend.

> 73 de Jack,  n7oo@hereford.ampr.org

73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: KE8NEfix@aol.com
Subject: FS:  VFO parts and pieces.
Message-ID: <950829093346_86051758@mail04.mail.aol.com>

Hi to the Gang,

Mother [read the boss], still has me cleaning the garage.  She has visions of
putting the car in there for the winter.  Don't understand that, but
whatever.  Anyway,  I unearth a treasure of untold value.  An RME VHF-152A,
minus the cab.  This would make a great VFO chassis.  The power transformer
is there, rectifier tube[5Y3], the oscillator tube and all the jacks.  The
dial drive is 3 to 1 or 12 to 1 reduction depending on which knob you use
[they are concentric], and the scale is a 6" arc [approximately]  All that
needs to happen is a set of coils wound for the bands.  There is two switches
in the front panel, one for power and the other is for band conversion.  This
is a converter for 10, 6, and 2 meters and down converts to 40 meters.  The
variable capacitor should have plenty of range to do the job also.  $20.00
gets it to your QTH.  I think I even have the info on the thing and I'll
throw that in too, in case you want to use it for what's it intended to be.
 Get me here on the net at ke8nefix@aol.com.

Thanx and 73

KIM


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: HAMRLUND@aol.com
Subject: HEY   DERRB YOU THERE?
Message-ID: <950828213527_85721258@mail02.mail.aol.com>

are you on 3.885 tonite?

robert -----------  " sightings "


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Randall Berry <rberry@CapAccess.org>
Subject: Re: HEY DERRB YOU THERE?
Message-ID: <Pine.SUN.3.91-FP.950828224433.23603A-100000@cap1.capaccess.org>

On Mon, 28 Aug 1995 HAMRLUND@aol.com wrote:

> are you on 3.885 tonite?
> 
> robert -----------  " sightings "

	Hey Robert! OY there?
Did you catch Encounters tonite? I missed it but I hope the tape came out..
I really want to see the Roswell Autopsy video.. 

		de Yell-RX N3LRX
> 

RBerry@CapAccess.org                                       N3LRX 3885 KHz AM
* Yell-RX Radio * If you give up your right to dream, you have given up 
*  Bowie, MD.   * your will to live.
*               *   



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Grant H Youngman <us007699@interramp.com>
Subject: Re: Line to Voice-coil Transformer? 
Message-ID: <Chameleon.950829071448.us007699@nq5t.gtetel.com>

>
>Hah!  Well, I guess that's one of the things only experimenters like 
>us would find out.  An engineer would of course never even think of 
>using a filament transformer in an audio circuit.
>
>Best Regards,
>

Well, actually the "engineering" answer is that the turns ratio is pretty 
darn close.  117/12.6 = 9.29.  So for a nominal secondary load of 8 ohms, 
the impedance reflected at the primary is 8*(9.29)^2 or about 690 ohms -- 
not a bad match for a 600 ohm source.  Which of course says nothing about 
the audio performance of your typical Rat Shack 1.2 amp filament transformer 
-- I doubt that this will become the next great leap forward in audiophile 
performance technology :-) 

A 70.7V line-to-voicecoil transformer is designed to reflect 500 ohms to the 
source on the 10 watt tap (70.7^2/10).  Also a pretty fair match. The 
RatShack unit is priced at only about 1/4 of what Allied lists a similar 
transformer for in their catalog.  I suppose the cheaper transformer is 
poorer from an "audio" standpoint (??).

Once I make things more or less permanent I will probably use the 70.7V 
transformer anyway, since its secondary is tapped to match 4/8/16 oums, and 
the target speaker is an S-200 which is a nominal 3.2 ohms.  The filament 
transformer is way off if the secondary load impedance is that low, looking 
to the source like only about 275 ohms -- but then it might still work ok, 
since speaker impedance is hardly a fixed resistive load anyway.

Grant/NQ5T

-------------------------------------
Name: Grant H Youngman
E-mail: us007699@pop3.interramp.com (Grant H Youngman)
From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: mallick@orion.crd.ge.com (John Mallick)
Subject: Re: Line to Voice-coil Transformer?
Message-ID: <9508291305.AA02679@orion.crd.ge.com>

When I needed a push-pull output transformer for my NC2-40D speaker, I
reached into the junk box and used an old tube power supply transformer.
The center tapped secondary is just right for the push pull circuit,
and I recall getting just about the right impedance match for the
speaker using one of the filament windings.  The fidelity is not too
bad; as you can  imagine it has good response down to 60 Hz :-).

Not hi-fi, but you can't beat the price.

73, John WA1HNL


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Henry van Cleef <vancleef@bga.com>
Subject: Re: Meissner HUGE transmitter
Message-ID: <199508290616.BAA00352@zoom.bga.com>

As Roberta J. Barmore said
> 
> 
> Hi, Hank!  (et Boatanchorii)
> 
>    Hmpf all you like--I never said they were the ne plus ultra.  For a
> 1936ish design that had very few mods over the years, they're okay; even
> at the time, Charles Perrine was building better VFOs at home and writing
> wonderfully detailed articles about 'em in "Radio."   But we can't all be 
> Charlie Perrine.
> 
>    The 'Shifter is in many ways, the AA5 of VFOs: a lot of 'em were made, 
> they did the job and the price was reasonable.  Do the parts generally 
> not measure up, especially by a 1950s yardstick?  Yep!  However, modern 
> mylar axials will drop right in place of the ol' paper jobs; drifty 
> carbon resistors can be replaced with metal-films; the oscillator can be 
> properly compensated with modern delta-C vs temp cermics of suitable 
> characteristic and if you're really minded to, you can take out the odd
> Philips-style cylindrical trimmers and put in air-variables.  At *that* 
> point, some chassis re-enforcement would probably be wise for the plug-in 
> coil versions, since the sheet metal's a bit flimsy.  
> 
Well, the '42 unit I have looks a little better now that I pulled off
the tuning cap and cleaned it and polished up the chassis a bit.  The
sheet metal on mine seems fairly solid.  There is a big shield behind
the oscillator that provides support all the way across.  I don't
object to point to point "hay" wiring---it gives less problems with
coupling than a harness.  

What's with the ten-turn trimmer caps?  The little ones (my unit has
two in the neuting circuit) are the same as used on the Hallicrafters
S-36A and seem to work fine at VHF (6 meters).  I took one apart and
they look to be perfectly OK jobs, as long as they are out of the heat.
 My unit already has a big ***air*** variable for the oscillator
trimmer.  What I am not so sure about is six inches of #14 bus in each
tank circuit lead.  Also would not surprise me if that oscillator
weren't happier with a 6V6 in the hole.  

It'll get all new resistors and caps.  I may leave the oscillator tank
micas in place for test.  But I figure this one is a candidate for
restoration, not for rework.  It's getting bright shiny hardware
purloined from Tek and Hickock scope parts units, but it will end up
essentially a 1942 Signal Shifter full of 1995 parts.  

The postwar EX units are another kettle of fish.  There is a lot I can
do to neaten the thing up when I put it together.  Wouldn't surprise me
if a couple of ceramic strips find their way into it.  

I'll have to get out the RX bridge and make some measurements.  Give me
some idea of what I've got to work with.  
-- 
***********************************************************
Hank van Cleef  vancleef@bga.com  vancleef@tmn.com
***********************************************************



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Clark Fishman (FSAC) <cfishman@fsac3.pica.army.mil>
Subject: Open resistors
Message-ID:  <9508290949.aa03251@FSAC3.PICA.ARMY.MIL>

I am restoring a NC183D receiver for an OM and have found 2  47K
1/2 watt resistors  (looked like replacements) which are totally
open circuited...a zillion million ohms (+/-)

there were intact and showed no signs of overheating...

Anybody ever had this problem...

it sure cut the gain in the IF amp  .... ..

Clark Fishman WA2UNN   cfishman@pica.army.mil



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Gary Gitzen <garyg@cup.hp.com>
Subject: Radio Shack tube "warranty"
Message-ID: <199508290147.AA237020874@hpuxsvr.cup.hp.com>

John wrote:

>Has anyone ever tested Rat Shacks tube lifetime warrantee?
>I was looking thru some old tubes over the weekend and noted that warrantee
>mentioned on the box of what looked like one of their premium replacement
>tubes. 

As a matter of sad fact, I have. 

My girlfriend had a valve based am-fm tabletop radio with a defective
rat_shack "lifetime warranty" tube. When asked, they said they would
replace the tube (did, works); but it would come with their "long life"
warranty instead of the original "lifetime warranty".

The duration of this "long life" warranty? About what one might receive
for vagrancy: 30 days. 
Ain't that cute? Sorta like retroactive birth control. 

Regards,
Gary "Long live corporate integrity"


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Jodaanve@aol.com
Subject: Re: Radio Shack tubes
Message-ID: <950829112103_86127898@mail02.mail.aol.com>

....warning

A year ago I had taken some old RS lifetime tubes to a newly opened retail
outlet and was suprised to find out that they were willing to replace them
with new mfg'd or old stock.  There is no warrenty on the replacements and
manager pulled out a listing of the types still available and sent the old
ones off.  A couple weeks later I received a call stating that my replacement
tubes had arrived and I could pick them up.  They were of West German origin
and all tested on my Hickok 752 with a slight inner element leakage and
appeared to be gassy .  I didn't feel comfortable using them in an audio
amplifier, running at 90% of the max tube ratings, so they ended up in the
junk tube box. Since then, I haven't taken in any others to exchange, didn't
seem to be worth the bother given the poor quality of the replacements.
 Would be interested in hearing about anyones elses experiences.

73,

Dave WB9EGZ    


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Nick England <nick@cs.unc.edu>
Subject: Shelby hamfest gathering
Message-ID: <199508291731.NAA06501@altair.cs.unc.edu>


SHELBY NC HAMFEST THIS WEEKEND!
How about getting together for supper Friday night ? Thursday night ?
Meet at my flea market spot at 7:00 pm ??
Nick KD4CPL (wearing a cap that says "Mr Heathkit")
monitoring 147.57 Mc 

I'll try to set up near my usual spot 
(with Tim N4IQA and Boat Anchor Bob NA4G)
at the end of the midway near the dealer's buildings:

                |       |
                |   ^   | to main pedestrian entrance
                |dealers|      ^
                |       | 
                ---------
 gate                              
\     \                           
 \     \        ++ ME! 
  \     \       ++ black Porsche 944 with "HEATHKIT" license
   \     *************************
    \                            => uphill to food places 
     ***    *************    *****
       |    |           |    *    
RV     |    |           |    *    
       |    |           |    *    
RV    /      \         /      \    
      |  ||  |         |  ||  |  
RV    |  ||  | midway  |  ||  |
      |  ||  | area    |  ||  |    
RV    |  ||  |         |  ||  |    
      |  ||  |         |  ||  |    
RV    |  ||  |         |  ||  |    
      \      /         \      /    
RV     |    |           |    |    
       |    |           |    |    
       |    |           |    |    
       |    *************    *******
       |                          => uphill to livestock barn
       *****************************
                              
                              
                              
                              
                              
                              



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Dave Stinson AB5S/7 <72227.1640@compuserve.com>
Subject: STICKY DRAKE PTT RELAYS
Message-ID: <950829062525_72227.1640_EHM69-1@CompuServe.COM>

Gary/All:

If you have a Drake tube-type rig and the 
PTT relay begins to act "sticky,"
(half pulled in, click the mike extra times
to get it to release, "hang time" before 
switching to receive) then there is a 95%
probability that the 6EV7 relay/VOX control
tube is bad.  Do not wait to change it!
Procrastination on this nearly burned my 
house down when the rig self-keyed while I
was out of the house.  The whole place was 
full of smoke when I got back and the whole
final stage was fried.
Countless Drake relays have been changed-out
needlessly.  Replace the 6EV7 every couple of 
years and no more problem.
73 DE AB5S/7 Dave



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: mallick@orion.crd.ge.com (John Mallick)
Subject: Re: STICKY DRAKE PTT RELAYS
Message-ID: <9508291307.AA02683@orion.crd.ge.com>

I hate to bring this up, but is there a solid-state replacement mod
for this 6EV7?  Is the 6EV7 tough to get?  If it's only acting as a
switch, then I wouldn't feel too bad about a work-around.

73, John  WA1HNL


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: "S. Miller" <smiller@motown.ge.com>
Subject: Re: STICKY DRAKE PTT RELAYS
Message-ID: <199508291519.LAA01785@bear.MOTOWN.GE.COM>


Also be aware that not all 6EV7s are the same.  I tried to use (this is from
memory so I could be off a letter) a tube marked 6EV7/6FQ7 and got
very erratic results until I switched to a GE brand 6EV7.  This
tube does run hot in the rig so the comment about changing
on a regular basis is a good one if you use your rig alot.
Steve Kd2Ed


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: SX-117
Message-ID: <9508281625.AA26969@bock.ih.att.com>

Hmmm, I haven't noticed the backlash in my SX-117 (with the wrong knob).
It's a great SSB band cruiser, and super FB on the SW BC bands too.
I think I'll get some extra xtals for it and extend the coverage.

I'm also looking for the "Right" tuning knob.  In fact, I think KB9VU is interested
in buying or trading for mine, so we're looking for one knob between the two of us :-)
Funny, this is one of the few Halli's I've seen with good solid knobs -- wonder what
happened to the original?  Scrounged for another set?

Anyway, I think the SX-117 is a FB rx -- a cost-reduced SX-115, Halli's first
shot at the Collins/Drake new rx architecture (xtal 1st oscillaotr, tunable 2nd
conversion).  And despite 13 tubes, you can pick it up with ONE HAND :-)  73, mike k


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: SX-117
Message-ID: <9508281627.AA26973@bock.ih.att.com>

Oh BTW, does anyone have the low-frequendcy (BC, 160, LW) adapter box for
the SX-117, that they would be willing to unload?  I'd pay some bux for it.

Also looking for extra xtals (have 5 slots open), before paying commercial
prices.  73, mike k w9nrd


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: rocco lardiere <lardiere@netcom.com>
Subject: Re: SX-117
Message-ID: <Pine.3.89.9508290546.A10884-0100000@netcom15>

On the subject of SX-117 dial "backlash" let me put in my two cents' 
worth, because I spent several troublesome hours trying to deal with my 
'117.  I traced a bad case of vernier slippage to a combination of 
dirt/grease on the main vernier dial, friction on the gears, and, most of 
all, a very stiff main tuning capacitor.  The latter can be checked and 
improved without removing the front panel of the receiver, which is a 
real pain.  The capicitor's gear drive can be disengaged by loosening the 
set screw.  I found that my receiver's capacitor was quite stiff by 
rotating is with my finger.  Just running it back and forth several times 
helped to free it.  I would also recommend lubing the bearing of the 
cap, being careful not to contaminate the spring RF contact.  (Perhaps 
someone out there can recommend a good lubricant for this purpose - I 
like "Tri-Flow," which contains teflon).  In any case, the capacitor 
needs to move freely to avoid exceeding the friction breakaway limit of 
the vernier drive, which causes the slippage.  

BTW, the reason HT-44's do not seem to exhibit this problem often is 
probably because they use the same vernier drive, but the tuning cap is 
much smaller and has less friction.  

While you are inside the receiver, you should also carefully clean the 
outside edge of the tuning dial, which is pinched between the vernier 
drive plates.  Greasy build-up (sounds like an old hair commercial) can 
lead to slippage here and add to the general problem.

The good news - once you have the main drive working properly, and you 
have aligned the receiver carefully, you will have a very, very nice 
piece of equipment.  I think the AGC on the '117 is as smooth as that on 
my 2-B, and I love both of them.

As for the original tuning knob - can't help you, Mike.  Good luck.

Rocco N6KN   

On Mon, 28 Aug 1995 Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com wrote:

> Hmmm, I haven't noticed the backlash in my SX-117 (with the wrong knob).
> It's a great SSB band cruiser, and super FB on the SW BC bands too.
> I think I'll get some extra xtals for it and extend the coverage.
> 
> I'm also looking for the "Right" tuning knob.  In fact, I think KB9VU is interested
> in buying or trading for mine, so we're looking for one knob between the two of us :-)
> Funny, this is one of the few Halli's I've seen with good solid knobs -- wonder what
> happened to the original?  Scrounged for another set?
> 
> Anyway, I think the SX-117 is a FB rx -- a cost-reduced SX-115, Halli's first
> shot at the Collins/Drake new rx architecture (xtal 1st oscillaotr, tunable 2nd
> conversion).  And despite 13 tubes, you can pick it up with ONE HAND :-)  73, mike k
> 


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: Michael.J.Knudsen@att.com
Subject: Re: The ker-ZAPS! of youth [was: RE:Favorite Tube]
Message-ID: <9508282247.AA27430@bock.ih.att.com>

I was on vacation when this thread started, and maybe shouldn't revive it,
but I took a good one in high school from my DX-40.
Everyone was telling me how much better that rig would sound if I ditched the
wimpy carrier-controlled screen modulation in favor of real plate mod.

I didn't have $50 to spring for a Globe or EICO 50-watt plate modulator,
but I did have a pushpull 2A3 jukebox amp and a spare output xformer to
feed backwards.  So I spliced the thing into the B++ feed of the DX40
and went on the air.

Got no responses, but it seems I had no mod, so I decided to put a scope probe
(big old Dumont) to the output tank coil and view the RF waveform.
My right hand is resting on the top edge of the DX40's front panel, holding
the probe to the coil, as my left hand twists the knob to XMIT.

Now, you're thinking the plastic proble is gonna short out, or my right hand
will slip onto the 6146 plate cap, or something like that.  Nope, I was
being careful about all that.

What I DIDN'T be careful about was the alligator clip leads going to the
jukebox "modulator."  One just happen to brush up against my left hand
as it turned the XMIT knob.  600 VDC, and meanwhile my right hand
is nicely grounded to the xmtr panel.

600 VDC thru the chest feels pretty bad.  I screamed and flew backwards,
breaking the circuit in about 500 ms.  Ever since then, I've had occasional
flutters of arhythmia in the heart, and I wonder if that didn't take a few
years off my, uh, warranty.

I never tried that useless modulaotr lashup again.  Soldered the B++ feed
back inside the Heath like Mr Heath intended, and went back to CW.
73, mike k


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: David Adams <dave@flowserver.stem.com>
Subject: Tubes
Message-ID: <9508291712.AA20615@flowserver.stem.com>

Greetings!  I haven't tested them yet, but judging from general  
appearances, I need to replace all the tubes in the s27.  The list  
from the manual is as follows (I will check the list against the  
innards this weekend whilst cleaning the chassis, but it's a good  
place to start a trolling mission):

5Z3
6H6 - NEED 2
6J5
6C8G
6V6 - NEED 2
1852 - NEED 2
1853
6SK7
VR150

If you have spares lying about in good shape, lemme know.

73 de dave, n9uxu

Oh...I did check the sockets for the 1852s and 1853 (the names  
struck me as odd)...the sockets hold 2 6AC7WAs and a 6AC7


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: kevin@beacons.cts.com (Kevin Sanders)
Subject: Re: Undepositing Mercury
Message-ID: <m0snG3Y-000HvlC@beacons.cts.com>

>    Well, that certainly sounds like a unique experiment that you performed
> there. The beer I understand, but the Tesla coil has me baffled...

Well we used the Tesla coil to vaporize the mercury and make a nice glow.
Once the tube was in proximity to the coil, current would flow into the
tube through the envelope.  The charge was being picked up by the electrodes
through the envelope, with current exiting through the base contacts and
ionizing the air around the base.

>    If I'm understanding you, you've now got the problem of mercury blobs on
> the inside of the envelope in areas where filiment cooking won't remove 'em.

The consensus seems to be that a moderate amount of filament cooking will
free the mercury, which is fairly smoothly deposited on the envelope.

>    Also, be DAMNED careful to NOT accidentally apply high voltage to the tube
> while it's overheated by the heat gun! It will be overionized (i.e., merc vapor
> cloud will be too "rich"), and the beast will backfire, sure as hell, and it's
> bye bye rectifier!

I'm not sure what you mean by "backfire" -- I'm sure that it was already
overionized by virtue of the few Kvolts supplied by the Tesla coil.  Lotsa
volts but not so much current.  Although there are a few tiny dimples in
the envelope where the glass got overheated, so I guess there was enough
current ;-)

73,                               _______________
                                 | 0  ___ ___ .. |
    Kevin Sanders, KN6FQ (SDG)   | o, \_/ \_/ .o |      Try Boatanchors
    kevin@beacons.cts.com        | o,, @ o @ ,,o |      For A Real Lift
                                 |_______________|


From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: rdkeys@unity.ncsu.edu
Subject: Re: Wanted T-R switch
Message-ID: <199508291347.JAA08969@cc01du.unity.ncsu.edu>

> 
> I hv a friend who is  in need of a T-R switch for
> HF.   Like the 6c4 and 12au7 tube type designs from the
> old handbooks. Any ideas ?  Homebrew, repairable is ok.
> 
> thanks de stan ak0b
> e-mail via randyw@crl.com
> 
> 

I plied the waters of CQ and found a very simple one that I put together
and it worked just fine for me this weekend on an unshielded Hartley
oscillator.


     ANT ---------+--------------------------------------- TX
                  |
                  |
                  |
                  +-----||-------------+---+-------------- RX
                      10pf 5kv         |   |
                                       |   |
                                       -   v back to back diodes
                                       ^   -
                                       |   |
                                       GND GND

I used a junk box ceramic 10pf at 5 or 7.5kv and a pair of silicon
rectifier diodes.

Alternate forms use a 4 watt christmastree lamp in place of the cap.

This works on coax or on HV feeders, and is supposed to work for
rigs up to a couple hundred watts.  I am going to test it sometime
with my regenerator and kw marine rig and see how it does.  On a
kw, one might reduce the capacitance to maybe 2 or 3 pf.

Use shielded coax to the RX or run the diodes at the rx antenna input.
Keep excess leads short.

Good Luck

73/ZUT DE NA4G/Bob



From boatanchors@theporch.com Tue Aug 29 13:49:00 1995
From: pmills@cyberhouse.com (pmills)
Subject: Re: WTB: B&W 51SB-B sideband adapter 
Message-ID: <199508291730.MAA04427@ns.cyberhouse.com>

Ed, the 51SB was made for the 5100.  It had a square meter on the panel to
match the 5100's meter.  Also, the 5100 was not really set up for the sideband
unit so it took more work to install.  The 5100-B was designed with use of
the sideband adapter in mind.  The 5100-B had a plastic meter face that was
pointed on top and the 51SB-B had a meter to match.  This is about the extent
of my knowledge.  The 5100 I had in my much younger days did not have the
sideband unit.

thanks,
Phil 
>
>Hi Phil,
>
>You write:
>
>
>    >  I have a B&W 5100-B transmitter that needs the companion sideband
>    > adapter....it's the 51SB-B (meter has pointed top...). 
>    > ...   
>    >  Or, if anyone wants the 5100-B, maybe I'll part with it and look
>    >  for a 5100....
>
>
>I have a 51SB sideband adapter (Not sure about the -B part) tucked away in
>my closet.  I really don't want to part with it but prefer to find the mating
>xmtr.  If you can, please educate me, what is/are the differences between the
>51SB/51SB-B and the 5100/5100-B ?
>
>I originally got the 51SB to go with my ART-13 but decided to leave the ART-13
>in its original condition.
>
>
>Regards,
>
>Ed Doc
>K3LPE
>
>
Phil Mills
pmills@cyberhouse.com
713-482-2763



